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The world’s most prominent men
and women onlce consulted the
Delphic oracle at the shimmering
bases of. Mount Parnassus In
Greece when they wanted to know

what would hap-
pen next ... A
number of lead-
ing Washington-
ians go regular-
ly to licensed
palmists, phre-
nologists and
crystal gazers
who charge sky-
high fees and
reap a rich
harvest year in

Hope Ridings and yeag.out ...

Miller But the seers
and *“‘psychic scientisis’ who have
been preying on residents of the
Panama Canal Zone for some
time had bhetter watch their prices
and predictions closely for the
next few months, -President Tru-
man has his eye on them. |

Here's why. Since the inew
Chief Executive took over the
reins of State, he has been going
over old statutes tgp determine ex-
actly the duties of the President
“of tne United States . . . Among
the unusual chores he has un-
earthed is this—that the Presi-
dent shall fix the fees of all for-
tune tellers in the Canal Zone!
. . - Now that's one duty Harry
Trumap certainly did not antici-
pate when he set up housekeeping
at 1600 Pennsylvania . . . Whe-
ther he will send a special Fortune
Telling Commission to the Canal
Zone to look over the situation
‘and bring back recommendations
as to what the fees should be has
not yet beep determined. But, in
case he does, my personal nomina-
tion forn the Capitalite best suited
to head it is Mrs. James Hamil!
ton (“Gypsy”) Lewis, widow of
the Illinpis Senator.

FOR SWEET CHARITY

For years, a charity bazaars,
Red Cross benefits, hospitals and
canteens “Gypsy)’ Lewis has been
réading palms ... No Romany
roader was ever more ahle to

read the past and prediet the fu-

ture . , . She could make a fortune
herself out of the *fortunes' she
tells to others; but mnobody yet
has ever been allowed to cross hev
palm with silver . .. Fees that
come her way never touch her
hand. They go directly Into bene-
fit coffers,

Just About Washington
4

HOPE RIDINGS MILLER

Fortune telling has heen one of
lher hobbeg since'she was a young-
ster in Secreven County, Ga. . . .
Gypsy caravans, on. their way to
camp on the Savannah River,
passed her parents’ plantation fre-
gquently . . , She recalls slipping
off from home as a child of six
and finding her way to a Gypsy
“mother’ who took her money,
lopked at her tiny palm and pre-
dicted she would die before her
twenty-fifth ™ birthday! : . . She
was so”distressed that she began
comparing the lines in her hand
with the lines in those of her re-
latives ., . . Years later, while tra-
veling abroad, she visited fortune
tellers in Spajn, North Africa,
Hungary and Russia and learned
many trickswf their trade. Then,
ag a Senator’s wife in Washington,
and as a widow, she hecame a
nopular palm-reading attraction
at every relief bazaar of any im-
portance ... , Since Pearl Harbor,
she has devoted most of her time
and talent to soldiers and sallors
at canteens all over town.

LI O e
CAPITAL OBACLE
She's the oracle of Washington,

nnd mo micgha :q}_\hl_]t it, anid” a4

private emerging from *‘Gypsy’s”
improvised tent at a recent party
for wounded sollders, “She told.
me all about my past, and my
character. The future? Well,
she didn't say s0 muceh about
that.” {

“I tell as little about what's go-
ing to happen, as possible,”" Murs:
Lewis said. “Nobody wants to
know his future if it's going to ve
bad. TIf it's zood, he's willing to
wait to find out. Sometimes the
lines are so strong, and so com-
pletely indicative that I simply
have to tell where they will lead.
[ can't help myself.' ;

When I asked Mrs, Lewis whe-
ther she'd be interested in sizing
up the fortune telling racket in' Lh;e_
Canal Zone, she declined to com-
mit herself. “The job might he
fascinating,’ she said, “and I
might learnl Some new pointers
about palms.™ Meanwhile, “Gyp-
sy plans to take off from Wash-
ington 800N 00 an entirely person-
al lcommission.  She will go first
tp Georgia to visit relatives. then
to South Carolina and finally te
Chicago to Spend the remainder
of the symmer. Autumyp will tind
her back in her Mayflower apart-
ment,
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